
A.P. World History  Mrs. Tess Nix 

Dear A.P. World History students: 

Please review the Nationalism presentation posted to the AP World website at 

https://nixapworld.weebly.com/class-materials.html 

Write FIVE questions or comments on the new Chat section located as the last page on the site under 

the heading: Orange Unit: Flames of Revolution. 

You can write your own questions or comment on other students’ work. If you choose to comment, you 

must include content in your writing, not simple agreement or dissent. 

If you do not have website access, write your comments and/or questions on paper and return 

completed work to your designated work return station for return to the school. Thanks! 

https://nixapworld.weebly.com/class-materials.html
https://nixapworld.weebly.com/chat/orange-unit-flames-of-revolution


New Ideas, New Nations



New Economics

○ Manchester liberalism 
(popular with cotton mill 
owners in Manchester) 
 The poor will always be 

poor because of their 
excessive birthrate and 
moral corruption, so 
the wealthy have a duty 
to protect themselves 
however they can
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New Economics

○ Depends on laissez faire economics and free 
trade (Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations 1776)
 Merchants and industry owners (manufacturers) 

produce and trade goods and services without 
government interference

 The invisible hand of the market will guide it to 
its most balanced point
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New Economics
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New Politics

○ Moderate Conservatism: for gov’t control of 
trade and industry, a constitution, and an official 
religion BUT against democracy and believed the 
gov’t can’t fix differences in talent or privilege
 Likely represented majority of W. Europe

○ Reactionary Conservatism: refused 
constitutions, retained the official church, and 
kept strict class divisions in justice, taxation, and 
voting rights
 Absolutist Russia, Austria, and Prussia7
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Austria, 
House of Habsburg

Russia, 
Romanov Dynasty

Prussia, 
House of Bismarck



New Politics

○ Nationalism: 
started as relatively 
positive sense of 
pride but soon 
turned into an “us 
vs. them” sense of 
cultural superiority 
that became an 
excuse for war
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New Politics
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New Politics
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New Politics

○ Nationalism: started as relatively positive sense 
of pride but soon turned into an “us vs. them” 
sense of cultural superiority that became an 
excuse for war

12



New Politics

○ Socialism: envisioned a utopian society with a 
planned economy, state ownership of income-
producing property, and greater equality 
 Socialism was not taken seriously as a political 

system, only a theory
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New Politics
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Revolts of 1848

○ As the middle class gained political power 
and representation in parliaments across 
Europe, social tensions continued to build

○ Middle classes realized they couldn’t stay in 
power without working class support, so they 
supported working class revolts in many places 
across Europe (France, Prussia, Austria, Italy)

○ Only Britain was spared
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Revolts of 1848
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Revolts of 1848

○ In ALL cases, conservatives defeated middle 
and lower classes, pushing down their goals 
and setting social tension back on simmer

○ Austria, Russia, Prussia had special problems due 
to their absolutist approaches -- their rulers 
squelched rebellion with censorship, police force, 
and, in some cases, civil war

○ The lower and middle classes looked for another 
way to modernize politics, economics
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Bouncing Baby 
Nation States

○ Sweeping changes in economic and social 
structures

○ Technological advances improving industry, as 
well as everyday life

○ Political revolution fueled by the rights of men
LED TO

○ Emergence of the modern nation state: an ethnic 
group (the nation) exercises control over a 
territory (the state) through domination and 
mass participation in government19



Bouncing Baby 
Nation States
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Mass Nation State

1. Mass political parties electing legislatures 
and executives responsible (more or less) to 
their voters

2. Mass school systems turning out disciplined, 
trained minds to take over the technical tasks of 
a much more complex society and economy 

3. Labor unions representing the rapidly 
increasing numbers of workers negotiating with 
the representatives of impersonal organizations
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Mass Nation State
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Unification of Italy



Political Forces Roil States

○ Unification as a state had been the goal of 
two generations of Italian statesmen going 
back to Napoleon 

○ Prime Minister Cavour of Sardinia, an aristocrat 
and politician, was a strong believer in Realpolitik
 Politics based on realistic assessment of power, 

the self-interest of individual nation-states, and 
the pursuit of those interests by any means, even 
ruthless and violent ones
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Political Forces Roil States
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Political Forces Roil States

○ Cavour knew Austria wouldn’t give up its 
Italian possessions, so he allied with France 
and provoked war with Austria, forcing them 
to give up some land

○ Once Cavour gained the Austrian portion of Italy, 
the rest of northern Italy joined him. (This gave 
him control of the northern half of the peninsula)

○ Southern Italy was divided between the Catholic 
Pope, the conservative Bourbon king of Naples 
and Sicily, and Austria 26
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Political Forces Roil States

○ Then, popular revolutionary Garibaldi, who 
was leading a volunteer army in the south, 
routed the gov’t in Naples and Sicily

○ But Garibaldi, a democrat was no match for 
Cavour’s Realpolitik
 Cavour convinced Naples to join the growing 

northern alliance

○ Garibaldi yielded his territories to Cavour in 1861 
in the name of Italian unification
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Political Forces Roil States
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Political Forces Roil States

○ Cavour gained Venetia in 1866 as a prize for 
joining with Prussia in a war against Austria

○ Only the Papal States remained, guarded by 
Cavour’s ally, strongly Catholic France
 When the Franco-Prussian War broke out in 

1870, the French withdrew their troops from Italy
 Cavour promptly annexed the Papal states and 

made Rome the new capital of the newly unified 
Italian kingdom
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Political Forces Roil States
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Political Forces Roil States
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One State! Two…. States?

○ Unified Italy: effectively two countries
 Northern Italy – industrialized, urban, liberal; 

educated, wealthy landowners, large commercial 
middle class, and a growing proletariat

 Southern Italy – agrarian, rural, feudal; 
conservative aristocrats, absentee landlords, 
impoverished peasants living in effective 
serfdom

○ Northerners viewed Southerners with contempt, 
considering them backwards
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One State! Two…. States?
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Prussian Intimidation = 
German Unification



The German States

○ During the revolutions of 1848, the German 
states created a constitution to unite them 
under a liberal gov’t

○ ALL the German states signed except one, the 
largest and strongest refused… Prussia
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The German States
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Militarism is Born

○ In the 1860s, Prussia’s King Wilhelm I 
appointed Otto von Bismarck as his Prime 
Minister and, together, they created the new 
militaristic state of Germany
 Prime Minister Bismarck was a practitioner of 

Realpolitik, practicality over ethics

○ From 1864 to 1871, Prussia annexed weaker 
German states around it or scared them into 
joining with it
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Militarism is Born
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Slow Aggression 
Wins the War

○ 1870: Prussia seized the province of industry-
rich Alsace-Lorraine from France in the 
Franco-Prussian War

○ With the combined industry and military might 
of all these acquisitions, Germany was now the 
strongest power in Europe!

○ In Germany, what started as a positive sense of 
pride (nationalism) turned into an “us vs. them” 
sense of cultural superiority that became an 
excuse for war 40



Slow Aggression 
Wins the War
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